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ACHILLES REUNION DINNER
A dinner will be held in hall of Trinity College, Oxford, on Saturday May 18", following the
*Varsity Match, at 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm. The price will be in the region of £30, and
applications should be made to Robert Stinson, 171 High Street, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9EJ —
Tel: 01784 477004, Fax: 01784 477272. All ‘old members’ will be very welcome, and the
occasion will launch our second appeal on behalf of the Achilles Trust.

1996 FIXTURES
A full list of fixtures is set out in the Fixture Card enclosed with this Report. It includes the
Club’s Second South African Tour (long overdue, and following the success of the 1929 tour,
still remembered by several distinguished members), and the defence of the Kinnaird and

Sward Trophies.

NOTICE: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the Achilles Club will be held in the Iffley Road Pavilion at
6.15 pm on Saturday 18th May 1996.

AGENDA
1. To confirm the Minutes of last year’s A.G.M.
% To receive a Report from the Hon. Secretary on the Club’s activities.
3. To receive Financial Reports from the Hon. Treasurer and from the Clerk to the
Achilles Trust.
4. To appoint the Auditors.
% Any other business.
CLUB KIT

Stockists are as follows:
Vests, sweaters, blazers, ties, etc:

Ryder and Amies 01223-350371
Castell and Sons 01865 244000

Tracksuits, T-shirts, etc:

Centresport 0181-464 6211
(see order form in appendix)

CLUB BUTTONS AND CUFFLINKS

A further supply of cufflinks is available: these are now in the traditional ‘pewter” finish, to
match our blazer buttons, and are of the easy to use ‘push through’ variety, as distinct from
the previous link type. Both cufflinks (£15 per set) and buttons (£2.00 each) are available
from the Honorary Secretary.
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MIDSUMMER MAGIC

That the Centenary Match and Banquet were an unqualified success has been
agreed by all who attended. The only complaint (once the Match results had been
safely retrieved the next day from the Iffley Road dustbin) was that such occasions
are not held more often! The return match against Harvard and Yale had been
keenly awaited. It is yet another indication of the Club’s revival that Oxford and
Cambridge went into the Match as holders of the Naugthon Trophy for the first
time for 30 years. Our renewed recognition of the competitive aspect of the fixture
has restored vigour and focus to the series, and resulted this year in a marvellous
afternoon’s sport. With the incorporation over the last 15 years of women’s events,
the Match is now scored in the combined totals of no less than 35 events: Harvard
and Yale snatched victory by just one event, 18-17, by winning the very last race
of the day, the Men’s 4 x 400 m relay. Harvard’s Bryan Henry and Cambridge’s
Afi Amatu won the Pat Liles Outstanding Performer awards, but equally
noteworthy was the way in which everyone in the Oxbridge team under Dewi
Robert’s inspirational management rose to the occasion.

Over 100 former participants had entered a full programme of veteran and open
events, and although an ‘outbreak of common sense’ (as Philip Morgan put it)
significantly reduced the number who actually appeared, it was enormous fun for
the athletes, who included many Americans, and spectators alike.

Tom Blodgett and John Hemery rolled back the years with some particularly
athletic performances, while centrepiece of the afternoon was the Mile Handicap,
won by Cecil Walkeley. In the ‘open’ events, Dwayne Heard, who won a record
13 events at ’Varsity Sports in his day, surprised himself with an impressive
comeback in both horizontal jumps.

The Match programme incorporated an extensively researched history of the first
100 years of the series. For those unable to be present last June copies of this
splendid volume will in due course be circulated to all members. Meanwhile, Nick
Brawn’s excellent photographs have captured the day’s events for posterity.

The Banquet the next day at Guildhall was one of the most lavish and certainly the
largest in the Club’s illustrious history. As at the Match, every detail had been
meticulously planned: the piper playing at the entrance, the pikemen forming a
guard of honour, the memorabilia on display during the reception, the beautifully
presented dinner programme and menu, the Club silver (including the Kinnaird,
Sward and Vancouver Trophies of which we are the holders), even the ‘Achilles
Old Gold Mango Coulis® for dessert, were all testament to the efforts of the
organising committee. The speeches were of the highest quality. Tommy




Macpherson looked forward to the Club’s own centenary 25 hears hence; Vane:
Ivanovic recalled the worst athletics dinner he had attended, when Paavo Nurmi
addressed his British hosts for over half an hour.... in Finnish; Jeremy Knowles,
Dean of Harvard (who turned out to be a Brit and an Oxford man to boot) aptly
quoted from the Bible that “many shall run to and fro, and kuow{edg& HlI&ll-hE:
increased”; Jim Wade presented to Oxford and Eﬂmbridga? 1'BSpECtI'»:f':1y two fine
pewter salvers, suitably engraved to mark the occasion in recugn:l_mfi of ‘+I:|l.1r
friendship and competition’ (we had earlier presented to ‘n:'ale an }:ngma] prmli,
framed. mounted and inscribed, of the first match in the series, Oxford v. ‘r'.a]e in
1894, and to Harvard a similar original print of the first joint match in 1899); and
Chris Chataway rounded off the evening with a glorious blend of panache and

irreverence.
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The organising committee were enormously gratified that their efforts to make the
celebrations enjoyable and memorable were so much appreciated. Several of those
who attended have written reports of their own for their own friends and
associations, and some excerpts set out below will give a taste of the occasion to
those unable to attend.

John Hartley was up at Cambridge shortly before and during the first years of the
Second World War. He has added some useful reminiscences of the old Fenners
Track, and remembers being warned by Godfrey Brown of the sharp kink in the
bend shortly before the 440y start at the point where the track went round a large
tree which stood on the inside of the bend. When ITN was founded in 1955, John
was its first Chief Reporter. He was delighted, therefore, to be reunited at the
Banquet with Chris Chataway, who was himself ITN’s first Newscaster. John’s
report to the ‘TTN 1955 Club’ included the following:

“In the ITN newsroom on that opening night I watched Chris Chataway
newscasting ITN'’s first bulletin and then went to the Guildhall in London to cover
the Grand Banquet being held to mark the momentous - and controversial -
inauguration of Commercial TV in the UK. I interviewed several VIPs and I thus
has the distinction of being among the select few, including Chris Chataway, to
appear on screen on that first night of Commercial TV.

“The next time I met Chris was also the next time I went to the Guildhall -
on the 29th June this year. The evening had nothing to do with broadcasting. It
was a slap-up banquet given by the Achilles Club - the athletic club comprising
athletes who have represented either Oxford or Cambridge in the annual Varsity
Sports. The occasion was the celebration of ‘The centenary of the first-ever
athletics meeting of representative teams from two fully sovereign modern
nations’ i.e. the 1894 meeting when Oxford beat Yale two years ahead of the
modern Olympic Games. The inter-universities’ meeting very quickly became
Oxford and Cambridge v. Harvard and Yale, a regular fixture ever since. The
banquet was being held on the evening after this year’s fixture - which the
Americans won by one point - and also marked the 75th anniversary of the
founding of the Achilles Club.

“As a member of the Achilles Club [ was invited to attend with my wife
even though we live in Australia. It was an opportunity too good fo miss,

especially as we had planned to visit England anyway - hopefully for ITN’s 40th
anniversary celebrations.

“I'was asked to provide the names of anyone I knew who might be coming.
The only two I could think of were Herb Elliot (who did not come) and Chris
Chataway. [ explained to the organisers that Chris and I were not athletic
contemporaries but had worked together in the early days of ITN. To my
astonishment and delight I found myself seated next to Chris at the dinner. This
was a special honour, for Chris had been knighted only a few days earlier and
anyway was one of the main speakers at the banquet.

“During the meal we discussed anniversaries (it is also the 40th
anniversary of Roger Bannister’s first-ever 4-minute mile, in which Chris and
Chris Brasher (seated opposite) had been pacemakers. And, of course, ITN's
Jortieth. It was 40 years since I had seen Chris bounding up five flights of stairs at
Television House in Kingsway, to sit down in the newscaster’s chair without even
breathing heavily.

At the age of 64 Chris is still an example of fitness to us all. On the day
before the banquet he had run against the Americans in a Veterans’ Handicap
Mile, in the amazing time of 5-mins 48-secs. It was the first time he had run on the
Iffley Road track in Oxford since that famous 4-minute mile. He said that as he
stood on the starting line he had made some mental calculations that, since that
day forty years ago, he had absorbed some 400 pounds of tobacco and over 7,000
litres of wine - though after the race had started it felt like a great deal more!

“Far days, indeed, since the immortal years when he had beaten the
‘invincible” Emil Zatopek and run a heart-stopping 5000-metres under floodlights
at the White City against the wonder runner, Viadimir Kuts. The tension in the
stands and at home watching it on TV had been unbearable during the final lap
when Chris had sprinted home to win in a new world-record time.

“I have always felt a special personal pride in my contribution to Chris’s
athletic career for 1 feel I am owed some of the modest credit for having been the
Jirst to launch him into public recognition. In my pre-ITN days I worked on The
Times. Although not on the sports staff [ was permiited, for some years, to cover
the Varsity Sports.

"One year, with what I thought was an inspired moment of journalistic
Mfair and perception (but which Basil Fawlty would have described as a
statement of the bleeding obvious’) I picked out a blazing star of the future. In the
conservative style of The Times, pre-Murdoch, I drew special attention to ‘a
promising Oxford Freshman, C. Chataway.’ Not much, but it was enough. Chris’s
career was assured and he never looked back.”

Further personal accounts of the celebrations are included in the Appendix.




ACHILLES MEDALS

Achilles Medals for 1995 have been awarded to Richard Nerurkar 'fmd Sara.h
Winckless. A full list of medallists since the awards were first made in 1949 is
included in the appendix.

ACHILLES ANNUAL ELITE ATHLETES AWARDS

Year by year, through the generosity of contributors to the Achilles Trust, we are
able to offer increasingly significant assistance to aspiring internationals in the
form of athletics ‘scholarships’. Recipients of awards this year are:

Jonathan Parker, an Oxford Freshman who is a Great Britain
Junior International at 400m hurdles.

Pierre Faber, another Oxford Freshman, a decathlete whg is
already an established South Africa International, and African

Champion in 1993.

Naomi Siddall, a talented former hurdler now in her secopd year
at Cambridge, who is showing great promise in the triple jump.

Beverley Gray, a Cambridge Freshwoman who placed 30th for
Great Britain in the 1995 World Cross Country.

Nick Walne, a Cambridge rugby Blue who won the *Varsity
Match long jump in 1995 and has the potential to reach at least
international standard in that event.

RELAYS MATCH

A bracing February day at Wilberforce Road saw an enjoyable early season
confrontation. The women’s match, enlivened by strong Achilles participation,
was particularly close fought, the result being in the balance until the ho.rne
straight of the final event, the 4x400m, when Cambridge President Ruth Irving

inched in front.

ACHILLES TRIUMPHANT IN KINNAIRD AND SWARD

In the second year of our return to these historic trophy competitions we ran out
easy winners of both matches against moderate opposition. Success was assured
through Jon Crews’ well tried formula of ensuring we had a second string, usually
himself, in every event. Results are appended.

'WARSITY MATCH - AND OFFICIAL OPENING AT WILBERFORCE
ROAD

After 131 years of waiting, Cambridge were at last given a second chance to prove
that they can run a ’Varsity Match without gambling scandals and without
supporters going on the rampage (factors which resulted in the fixture being
banished for over a century to London). Chris Thorne managed admirably: a
mollified Dean of Churchill was éventually persuaded that OUAC, having

returned the letter ‘C’, had actually done his college a service in highlighting the
defective adhesive on the smart new sign at their gates. The women’s match was a
nailbiter, with Cambridge having to ensure that they did not drop the baton on the
last relay to win by a single point. Sarah Winckless broke her own match record in
the discus, and was awarded the Susan Dennler Trophy. The men’s events were
not of vintage quality, but were contested with the usual intensity and
determination which is so characteristic of *Varsity Matches, whatever the sport.
David Reeve’s 15.05 Triple Jump won him the Drake Digby Trophy.

Full results are appended.

COMBINED SERVICES MATCH

Achilles were outclassed in many events, and the women could muster no more
than a token team. The team managers will have to be more effective if we are to
continue to justify our invitation to this key fixture. Robert and Susan Stinson’s
hospitality was thoroughly enjoyed by those who attended after the match, but
again it was disappointing that so much thought and effort could not reach a wider
audience... Results are appended.

FRESHMENS MATCH

Neither victory in 4 events by Oxford’s international decathlete Pierre Faber of
South Africa nor Cambridge’s disqualification in both relays could prevent a
narrow win for the Light Blue men at Wilberforce Road on 1st November. Their
women were even more dominant, with some fine sprinting in cold conditions and
a match record at 200m by H. Fuller. Full results are appended.

NATIONAL RANKINGS

Richard Nerurkar was again the Club’s leading athlete, recording the year’s
second fastest time by a Briton in the marathon. Ranked 6th in the 20k Walk in
Peter Matthew’s Merit Rankings was Chris Cheeseman, who represented the UK
in the World Walking Championships in China. Sarah Winckless ranked 7th in
the discus, Ruth Irving 9th in the long jump, and Gill Howard =12th in the high
jump. Nnena Lynch (USA) recorded the 6th fastest time in the UK over 1500m,
and 10th fastest over 5000m.

John Moreland stretched his Northern Ireland discus record to 51.76.
Mark Rigby (Caius, Cambridge, 1980-83, and a former winner of the Cambridge
Boundary Run) placed 3rd in the national Fell-Running rankings.

VETERANS

Sue Bevan (W35 800m), Chris Melluish (M50 hammer) and Sarah Owen (W40
100m hurdles) ranked first in the UK in their events for the year. Brian Hull
bounced out to a close 2nd in the M45 triple jump lists.
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Carole Morris, who dominated the javelin at the *Varsity Sports for 6 years from
1977, has been enjoying continued success and won the W35 title at the 1994

BVAF Championships.

The indefatigable Max Jones reported from the World Vets Championships at
Buffalo that he had won silver in the M65 marathon (and another in the team
competition); Cecil Walkely took a bronze with the Australian team in the same
category; Steve James won gold in the M55 10k, and a bronze in the Sk, and it is
high time his absence from the Club’s membership list is rectified!

SIR CHRIS

Our sincere congratulations to Sir Christopher Chataway on his knighthood,
announced a few days before the Harvard/Yale match; and our commiserations to
the befuddled reporter who referred, during the evening’s television news, to the
participation in our veterans mile of ‘Chris Chataway and Sir Christopher
Brasher’.

NEWS OF MEMBERS

Sarah Owen (who as Sarah Bull pioneered the establishment of the Women’s
"Varsity Match in the mid *70’s, and a world class veteran heptathlete) is to be the
British Women’s Team Manager at the World Junior Championships in Australia
in August.

Tony Martin (CUAC President, 1973), in a long letter of apologies for being
unable to attend the Centenary Banquet, sends his best wishes to contemporaries
and the club, and a welcome to any members visiting Western Australia.

Samantha Aarvold (OUAC 1987-90) is working in Addis Ababa until 1997 for the
charity Concern Worldwide as their field accountant, and would welcome visitors.

James Hely-Hutchinson (CUAC Hon. Sec. 1987-8) has left Barings to start a four
year course at theological college in Sydney, Australia.

WELCOME BACK

Qne of the pleasing results of our extensive advertising of the Centenary Banquet
is that we have reestablished contact with several members whose names had not
been on our mailing list, some of them for many years. There have been periods
when the Club’s membership administration has been less than foolproof, and
there are still many people out there who have competed for the Club, or who are
eligible for election, but have never been sent joining papers. If you know of any
such ‘missing members’ please get them to contact us. Meanwhile among those
we have recently welcomed back are:

lan Mann (veteran of the 1929 tour to South Africa)
Steve Briault

Chris Cheeseman

Mick Dale
Roger Stennett
Peter English
Roger Dunkley
Gordon Wilson
Simon Brooks
Ramon Alberga
Tony Gershuny

60 YEARS ON

In 1935 Sandy Duncan was embarking on his career as one of the most
distinguished athletics administrators of our time. His election as President of
OUAC was a springboard to his achievements as Secretary of variously the
Commonwealth Games Federation (1948-82), the British Olympic Association
(1948-75), the British Commonwealth Games, Council for England (1948-72),
and of course of the Achilles Club (1948-87). Sandy’s counterpart that year at
Cambridge was J.C. Stothard, and Oxford won the ’Varsity Sports by 7 events to 4

We apologise for omitting from last year’s Report the names of two further Gold
Medallists at the Empire Games of 1934: ‘Tiny’ Davis in the 4 x 110y and Dennis
Rathbone in the 4 x 440y.

25 YEARS ON

Peter de Villiers and a Peter Thompson were Presidents of OUAC and CUAC,
presiding over the last *Varsity Match not to feature the second team match held in
tandem. It was also the last match in which an Olympic Champion competed:
David Hemery won the high hurdles, but his time of 14.4 seconds was insufficient
to break Tom Blodgett’s match record of 14.2 seconds which survived until
shaved by John Ridgeon to 14.1 in 1988. Phil Lewis set an 800m match record of
1:48.5 and John Rix a steeplechase record of 8:47.4, both of which are as yet
unbeaten. Oxford won the match 106-80.

25 YEARS AGO

Following the 1970 Varsity Match, we are now entering the "Dark Ages", in the sense
that no Achilles Annual Report was published for the next 1§ years. However, we
plan to continue with information extracted from the Club Archives and with the
benefit of other eye witness accounts. One such account follows!




Freshmen's, Field Events and Relays Matches- November, 1970

A fine November day saw the Milton Road track in unusually good shape for the
Freshmen's Match, which Cambridge won surprisingly easily. Oxford's leading
freshman, Steve White had something of an off day, only managing to win his third
string event, the Long Jump, with the Dick Saunders / Peter Arbuthnot combination
proving effective for Cambridge in the sprints. Other notable confrontations which
gave a foretaste of Blues' match battles yet to come included a victory for Paul
Temporal over Matt Dixon and Ed Forman in the 400m, and wins for Lawry Daniels
over Dave Naylor, and Peter Crawshaw over Andy Reekes in the Shot and 800m
respectively. In the Javelin, Roger Barr took a break from Boxing training to beat
Charlie Greenfield. Other future Blues to make a mark were Richard Burridge in the
High Hurdles, John Sneideris in the Pole Vault and Graham Dugdale in the 3000m.

Cambridge continued the dominance established in the Freshmen's Match with
victories in the Field Events and Relays. The former was a comfortable win at a
chilly Milton Road for Cambridge, with Oxford only managing to register on the
scoreboard in the Discus, where Nick Nops was in a class of his own.

The Relays provided a much closer competition in good conditions at Iffley Road.
Cambridge dominated the two hurdles events, with Peter Thompson to the fore, and
the 4x1600, and looked set to add to their 4x100 win in the 4x200 until Ben
Bolton-Maggs unaccountably allowed the baton to slip from his grasp half way
through his leg. Oxford owed their two other wins to the individual brilliance of Phil
Lewis, who'produced a sub-1.50 final leg coming from a long way behind to overtake
future CUAC President Tony Martin in the 4x800, and an equally impressive 47.7
clocking to pass David Knight (completing his medical studies in Oxford but running
for Cambridge!) in the 4x400.

OUAC tour to Poland

The day after Boxing Day, 1970, a group of athletes, predominantly from OUAC,
gathered at Harwich in cold, snowy conditions to begin a journey by ferry and car to
Warsaw, for "cold weather" training. This was the second such trip to take place,
courtesy of the then OUAC coach, Captain Mack, though the first for several years:
it proved to be such a success that it was repeated in each of the following two years.
The intrepid drivers were Frank Brown (later OUAC Hon. Senior Treasurer), David
Knight (see above) and John Greasley (former AAA National javelin record holder).
The passengers included Brian Hull, Richard Gyles, Crispin Heath, Richard O'Brien,
Dave Naylor, Peter Crawshaw, Dave Barton, Paul Dennis and Steve Nussey.

Some at least had viewed the recent political events in Poland (the ousting of
Gomulka, accompanied by civil unrest in the Baltic ports) with some apprehension,
even contemplating cancellation of the trip. Mack, however, sought to reassure all by
asserting that our hosts were Gierek supporters. Once all had packed the quota of

M&S cardigans (purchased as gifts for our hosts), the party embarked for a ferry
crossing which tested the constitutions of many, though whether this was due more to
the gale force conditions or to the evil smelling cigars which Mack insisted on
smoking was unclear. Having finally reached the Hook of Holland, we drove to
Arnhem for the night. The following day we crossed both West and East Germany,
eventually arriving at Frankfurt on Oder, only to find that we had left some key
documents at the West/East border post at Helmstedt. The East Germans were
fortunately sufficiently impressed by the athletic credentials of at least some of our
party that they arranged for the papers to brought across to us. At last we crossed the
river into Poland, spending a night (somewhat disturbed by intermittent gunfire!) in
the border town of Slubice.

The whole of the next day was taken up by the drive to Warsaw: there was very little
other motorised traffic on the roads, as this preceded the building of the Fiat factory
in Poland, and our western cars drew a crowd whenever we stopped. However,
progress was slow, as there was no dual carriageway and the snow became worse as
we got further East. Our Warsaw accommodation was in the Hotel Studencki (i.e. a
student hall of residence), close to the Skra stadium, then Warsaw's main athletics

facility.

Training mostly took place indoors in the gymnasium at Skra. The work required
came as an unpleasant shock to the system for all but the most well conditioned of the
party: the others were literally on our knees after what we were horrified to find out
was only the warm up to the first session, conducted by coach Jaworski, accompanied
by his wife (at the time one of the World's top javelin throwers). The ultimate
indignity came when our main host, Roman Korban, decided to demonstrate one of
the hurdle drills with which most had been struggling - in his lounge suit and street
shoes. Other sessions took place outside in freezing conditions and deep snow.
Overall, the training was an eye-opener: a taste of what conditioning needed to be
done if the sport was to be taken at all seriously.

The real value of the stay in Warsaw, however, was cultural. Our hosts could not
have been more hospitable, not least on New Year's Eve at a party at the Polish
Olympic Centre: the strength of the liquor was such that one member of our group
collapsed some two hours before the New Year was seen in. Another team member
(a native Scot) had chosen to wear a kilt, a garment not seen first hand by, so it
seemed, any of the local ladies, some of whom were so impressed that they plied him
with the hard stuff all evening: he did not rise from his bed for several days
afterwards. Mack, needless to say, was a tremendous guide to the city, and we all
found ourselves fascinated by what we saw and heard: one of our number so much so
that he returned to Warsaw on a British Council scholarship for a year, during which
time he met his future wife. Having seen the predicament in which the Polish people
found themselves at that time, I cannot believe that any of us could have expected to
see them free of Soviet control in our lifetimes: it is scarcely believable that things
could have changed so much in so short a space of time.

—ﬁ



IN MEMORIAM

A.GK. Brown (Peterhouse, Cambridge, 1934-38), on 1lth February 1995.
Godfrey Brown, Olympic Gold and Silver Medallist, was one of the Club’s most
distinguished representatives. His funeral and memorial services were fittingly
well attended by members led by his elder and younger brothers, Sir Ralph and
Roderick, both of whom also represented CUAC. We append a headline obituary
which appeared in The Times, together with Michael Melford’s memorable tribute
written a couple of decades ago (from “I was there”; Daily Telegraph
publications).

A.G. Pilbrow (Queen’s, Oxford, 1931-5 ) on 2nd May 1995. A teammate of
Godfrey Brown at the 1936 Olympics, Ashleigh Pilbrow won the *Varsity Match
120y hurdles in 1935. He was 3rd in the AAA Championships of 1935 and 1936,
and AAA Indoor Champion at 70y hurdles in 1935. His personal bests were 14.7w
and 15.0. Uniquely his son and grandson, also high hurdlers, represented OUAC
and are Achilles members.

W.E. Hampton (Trinity Hall, Cambridge, 1926-29), in January 1994.

C.0. Healey (Brasenose College, Oxford, 1930-34), in October 1993. Colin
Healey won the 3 Miles at the ’Varsity Sports of 1934 (defeating 1936 Olympian
Peter Ward), having placed third the previous year. He also ran in the cross-
country matches of 1932 and 1933. His widow recalls that he was disappointed to
have placed only third when competing for Oxford and Cambridge against
Princeton and Cornell in 1934,

S.G. Lamont Smith (Jesus College, Cambridge, 1961-65) on 27th March 1995.
Simon Lamont Smith enjoyed officiating and meeting old friends at several recent
"Varsity Matches at Iffley Road.

G.G. Cradock-Watson OBE (St. John’s College, Oxford, 1927-30) in about 1990.
Geoffrey Cradock-Watson competed in the Quarter Mile at the ’*Varsity Matches
of 1929 and 1930, placing second in the latter. He was part of the small but
dedicated Achilles team of 14 athletes which in 1929 toured South Africa,
competing with distinction in seven matches in the course of three weeks. He
contributed to new South African records for the 4 x 110 yards, 4 x 220 yards and
4 x 440 yards relays.

The Reverend Canon Edward Bradbrooke (The Queen’s College, Oxford, 1925-
28), on September 30th 1994. Edward Bradbrooke competed in the high jump at
the *Varsity Sports of 1927, and the following year tied for first place with C.E.S.

Gordon of Cambridge. He continued to jump internationally and for Achilles until
at least 1934,

The Reverend A.F. Weigall (Christ Church, Oxford, 1931-34), on August 24th
1994. Anthony Weigall competed in the high jump at the *Varsity Sports of 1934.

AE. Murray (Christ Church, Oxford, 1941-43), also on 24th August 1994.
Alexander Murray won the 440 yards in 1942, and 100 yards and 440 yards in
1943, at the Wartime Oxford v. Cambridge Sports.

Major General S.E. Large MBE, MD, FRCP (Caius, Cambridge, 1935-38). in
1991. He competed in the mile at the *Varsity Sports of 1937.

;

R.J.C. Goode (St. John’s, Cambridge, 1928-31), in Natal, South Africa on 24th
February 1995. Robert Goode competed for Cambridge in the 'Varsity Cross
Country matches of 1929 and 1930.

P. Balance (Lincoln, Oxford, 1949-52), on 15th December 1995 after a long
illness with cancer. Peter Balance represented Oxford in the mile against
Cambridge in 1952. a race won by Chris Chataway.

ISLE OF WIGHT 29 JUNE 1996

REQUEST FOR "ALVERSTONE" ATHLETES (THIS TO BE
ADDRESSED TO PAST AND PRESENT ALVERSTONIANS, AND
ALSO TO ANY OXONIANS WHO MAY HAVE OPPOSED
ALVERSTONE OVER THE YEARS) TO RESPOND TO AN
INVITATION TO A "REUNION" TO BE HELD IN AND ABOUT
ALVERSTONE, ISLE OF WIGHT, ON SATURDAY JUNE 29 1996.

The Edmonds Family Association are holding a reunion gathering to
commemorate the life and activities of Richard Webster, Lord Alverstone, on 29
June 1996. Webster was instrumental, with Thornton and others, in the setting
up of the first Oxford - Cambridge Athletics Varsity match in 1864, was the
second President of CUAC, was the world record holder for the 2 miles, was
President of the AAA and a huge influence on Oxbridge and British athletics up
to his death in 1915. The Cambridge Alverstone Club and even the Achilles Club
itself, both founded in 1920, owe much to his influence.

A "team" from the Alverstone Club (this to be interpreted loosely) has been
invited to participate in this "reunion"”, which is likely also to be attended by
local dignitaries and others. There will be a lunch at Alverstone Village Hall
(Alverstone is about 2 miles NW of Sandown, I o W), 12 noon to 2 pm.
Subsequently at the Arreton Cricket Club, opposite Haseley Manor (about 3 miles
SE of Newport, I o W; thus about 2 miles W of Alverstone) at 2.30 pm there will be
a show of Webster/Alverstone memorabilia (Webster took the name of his
peerage from his country seat on the Isle of Wight, and did all sorts of good
works nearby, including the founding of a cottage hospital) together with some
athletic events, Alverstone Club versus whatever locals can be persuaded to take
part (they also offered a cricket match, but do our skills run to this?). The
events will be held on the cricket field itself; this is some 3.5 acres with a
boundary perimeter of about 300y. Events envisaged are a sprint (¢ 80y), one
lap (c 300y), 6 laps (c One Mile), shot and high jump. We have been assured that
the field is level, but everything will be on grass (and, in the case of the High
Jump, will involve landing also on grass). Tea should subsequently be available.

It would be a nice gesture if a group of a dozen or more "athletes" could
participate. Athletic ability is probably of secondary importance; bonhommie
and an interest in a day on the Isle of Wight probably more relevant. There
seem to be lots of local attractions, stately homes, funny railways, chines, etc - so
perhaps a suitable day out for the family?

Team management: contact Chris McGrady

0181-940 2842

—*




Awarded to the Achilles Club Member adjudged by the Committee to have accomplished the best performance
during the yeat.

1949

1950

1951

1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

WINNERS OF ACHILLES MEDALS

Track
R.G. Bannister (O)
Mile: 4m 11.1s
A.W. Scott (C)
400m Hurdles: 53s
R.G. Bannister (O)
Mile: 4m 7.8s
R.G. Bannister (O)
1,500m: 3m 46s
R.G. Bannister (O)
Mile: 4m 3.4s
R.G. Bannister (O)
Mile: 3m 58.8s
C.J. Chataway (O)
5,000m: 13m 51.6s
C.J. Chataway (O)
Mile: 3m 59.8s
3 Miles: 13m 23.2s
C.W. Brasher (C)
3,000m S/C: 8m 41.2s
D.J.N. Johnson (O)
800m: 1min 46.6s
P.B. Hildreth (C)
110m Hurdles: 14.3s
D.J.N. Johnson (O)
1,500m: 3m 42.9s
J. Metcalf (O)
440yds Hurdles: 52.2s
A.P. Melcalfe (O)
400m: 45.7s
A.P. Metcalfe (O)
440yds: 46.2s
A.J. Wood (O)
Marathon: 2h 24m 39s
J.P. Boulter (O)
880yds: 1m 47.8s
J.P. Boulter (O)
800m: 1m 47.1s
W.A. Mottley (C)
440yds: 46.3s
W.A. Mottley (C)
440yds: 45.0s
A.J. Wood (O)
Marathon: 2h 16m 6s
J.P. Boulter (O)
880yds: 1m 47.3s
T.F.K. Johnston (C)
6 Miles: 27m 22.2s
J.P. Boulter (O)
1,000m: 2m 18.2s
David Hemery (O)
110m Hurdles: 13.6s
David Scharer (O)
400m Hurdles: 50.8s

Field
T.D. Anderson (C)

Pole Vault: 12ft 10in
T.D. Anderson (C)

Pole Vault: 13ft 3in
A.J. Burger (O)

Pole Vault: 13ft 3in
D.E. Tucker (O)

Javelin: 204ft 11in
1.G.H. Walker (O)

Long Jump: 23t 10in
D.E. Tucker (O)

Javelin: 216ft 7in

W.B.L. Palmer (O)
Shot: 53ft 1 1/4in

W.B.L. Palmer (O)
Shot: 55ft 6in
A.G. Siler (O)
Discus: 163ft 4 1/2in
J. Kitching (C)
High Jump: 61t 4in
J. Kitching (C)
Javelin: 2321t 6in
R.A. Lane (O)
Javelin: 2431t 10in
J.R. McManus (C)
Pole Vault: 13ft 7 1/2in
M.R. Ralph (O)
Triple Jump: 51t 0 1/4in

M.R. Ralph (O)

Long Jump: 241t 8 1/2in
M.R. Ralph (O)

Triple Jump: 52ft 4 1/4in
S.B. Cohen (C)

Shot: 55ft 1 1/4in
M. Sharpe (O)

Long Jump: 24ft 1 1/4in

C. Pardee (O)

High Jump: 6ft 9 7/8in
C. Pardee (O)

High Jump: 6ft 10 1/4in
P.A. de Villiers (O)

Decathlon: 7,012 pts
Dennis Roscoe (O)

Discus: 54.08m
Dennis Roscoe (O)

Discus: 55.44m

1972

1973

1974

.97

1976

1977

1978
| 979

1980

1981

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

David Hemery (O)

400m Hurdles: 48.52s
Phil Lewis (O)

800m: 1m 47.6s
Phil Lewis (O)

800m: 1m 46.3s

Dave Roberts (C)

100m: 10.4s
Dave Roberts (C)

100m: 10.2w/10.4s
Julian Goater (O)

10,000m: 27m 55.2s
Not awarded
Craig Masback (O)

Mile: 3m 52.02s
Sue Dalgoutte (C)

400m Hurdles: 57.79s
Julian Goater (O)

5,000m: 13m 15.59s
Julian Goater (O)

10,000m: 27m 34.58s
Julian Goater (O)

5,000m: 13m 22.7s
Tim Berrett (O)

3km Walk: 11m 54.23s
Sally-Anne Hales (C)

Marathon: 2h 28m 34s
Trevor Burton (C)

400m Hurdles: 51.4s
Jon Ridgeon (C)

110m Hurdles: 13.29s
Sandy Duncan (O)

Outstanding service to the Club

Jon Ridgeon (C)
110m Hurdles: 13.52s

Richard Nerurkar (O)
5000m: 13m 27.86s

Richard Nerurkar (O)
10,000m:

Simon Mugglestone (O)
Mile: 3m 58.9s

Andrew Geddes (O)

Mile: 3m 59.4s

Richard Nerurkar (O)
10,000m: 27m 57.14s

Tim Berrett (O)
50k Walk:

Richard Nerurkar (O)
10,000m: 27m 40.03s
Marathon: 2h 10m 03s

Danielle Sanderson (O)
Marathon: 2h 36m 29s

Richard Nerurkar (O)
Marathon: 2h 11m 03s

Steve White (O)
Long Jump: 7.41m
Not awarded

Chris Kidd (0)

Pole Vault: 4.50m
Chris Melluish (O)

Hammer: 62.10m
Chris Melluish (O)

Hammer: 60.64m
Axel Salander (O)

Long Jump: 7.94m
John Slaney (C)

Triple Jump: 15.92m
Not awarded
Not awarded

Dennis Roscoe (O)

Discus: 57.20m
Sarah Owen (C)

Heptathlon: 5,538 pts
Sarah Owen (C)

Heptathlon: 5,592 pts
Trevor Llewelyn (C)

High Jump: 2.20m
Phil McDonnell (O)

High Jump: 2.23m
Phil McDonnell (O)

High Jump: 2.24m
Dwayne Heard (O)

Long Jump: 7.59m
Mike Powell (O)

High Jump: 2.11m

Mike Powell (O)

High Jump: 2.16m
Phil McDonnell (O)

High Jump: 2.18m
Gill Howard (C)

High Jump: 1.80m

Gill Howard (C)

High Jump: 1.78m
Tony Hatton (O)

Javelin:
Ruth Irving (C)

Long Jump: 6.17m

Ruth Irving (C)
Long Jump: 6.28m
Sarah Winckless (C)
Discus: 52.58m




NEW MEMBERS

Elections to the Club, including a number who were not elected during their tinpe at
University in the 1970's (or even before!) but with whom contact was re- -established
as a direct result of the U.S. Centenary celebrations, since the last list published in the

1992 Annual Report are as follows:

Matthew Bryant St Catherine's
Andrew Bryce Keble
John Chia Caius
Megan Clark Balliol

Sue Cluney Hughes Hall
Robert Critchley Emmanuel
Matt Dixon Clare
Rob Draper Corpus Christi
Peter English Caius

Andreas Fox Corpus Christi
Dave Gardiner Christ's

Steve Garland Pembroke
John Goodbody Trinity

James Harrison Balliol

Susie Hodgkinson St John's
James Hurrion Queen's

Alan James Magdalene
Robert Klaber Christ's

Jenny Martin Lady Margaret Hall
Kimberley Marvell Corpus Christi
Carolyn May Queen's

Bob Miller Wolfson
Donald Naylor Peterhouse
Richard Paige Corpus Christi
Liz Piper Clare

Martin Pratt Trinity

David Reeve Emmanuel
Edward Savory Exeter
Jonathan Searle Westminster
Thomas Seymour Magdalene
Charles Simpson Pembroke
Chris Smart Trinity

Roger Stennett Christ's
Rachel Stott Pembroke
Karen Thacker Emmanuel
Paul Vigars Jesus

Matt Weaver St Edmund Hall
Brett Williams Downing

Sir John Wordie Trinity

Ruth Wyndow St Edmund Hall

l | 35th Oxford & Gambridge v Yaie & Harvard match

Those were
the days

BEAUTIFUL dayv, =
match decided by the

final relay and plentv of

nostalgia made this
Spccml centenary match a
memor able occasion.

The scoring reverted to the
former — quUaAINt = system where
the winner only counted,

although that didn't detract
from some intense competition
for the minor places. When
Steph: anie Forrester won aslow
run 3000m, the home team
wenf into an 18- 17 lead. The
American squ"td were alwavs
goma to win the women’'s
4x400m relay, so all hinged on
the men's 4x400m. Decathlete
Andrew Hodge, winner of the
high jump. kept the deficitto
am on the opening stage,
handing over to Steve Booth
who cut the margin to just halfa
metre. Brvan Henry settled the
issue for the Americans by
opennw up a 20m lead over
900m winner David Gardiner to
give Ken Anderson an easy ride
on the anchor stage. The whole
American squad embarked on a
Jllbll'ln[ lap of honour before
receiving their medals and
trophies from Sir Roger
Bannister.

Henry plaved an important
role for he won a tactical 800m
aswell as running in the 1500m.

Although there were some
keenlv contested middle
distance races in the hot vet
windy conditions, gone are the
davs when Olympic champions
and world record holders
graced the Oxbridge track.
However, a superb publication
on the transatlantic series bv
Achilles secretary Paul Wilcox
made for some fascinating
reading, proving this was once a
match of significance.

Iffley Road, Oxford played host to the centenary
maich between Oxford & Cambridge against Yale
& Harvard last Wednesday

Words: Roger Norton

Douglas Lowe. Tom
Hampson, Jack Lovelock,
Roger Bannister, Chris Brasher,
Chris Chataway and Herb
Elliott {although he was beaten
by Yale's Jim Stack in the 1961
880v) all figured in past
matches. My own recollection is
from the 1963 White Ciry
meeting. John Boulter, hugely
talented and rapidly making a
name for himself as Britain’s
rising middle distance star, took
off at the bell (53.3) and went
on to clock 1:47.8 — a new
European record for 880 vards
and worth 1:47.1 for metres.
The match record still stands.

Boulter might well have
doubled in the mile but hitch
hiked back to Oxford to start his
finals the following day. This left
the mile for Mark Mullin, one
of manvwho have competed for
both teams. Mullin was present
at the centenary match as were
the most famous athletic trio
Roger Bannister, Chris (now Sir
Christopher) Chataway and
Chris Brasher. Bannister
presented the awards while
Brasher and Chataway were

6 fetrcs

.. WEEKLY

Athletics Weekly recalls the
heyday of Varsity athletics with a
cover picture from 1963

fourth and seventh in the
special handicap mile, a real
centre piece of the afternoon.
Winner was Cecil Walkley, 66,
in %:30.83 (actual time 6:15.8).
Chataway, a sprightly 64, less
generously  handicapped,
clocked a mightily impressive
5:48.4 looking for all the world
as though he could have run
twice the distance without
slowing down. Rumours before

Resulls emmessssmmrmemcne o oo w00 TR IGUCRERN)

MATCH: 1 Yale/Harvard 19
?\éents 2 Oxtord/Cambridge

Men

100 (+1.8): 1 C Lambart {YH)

10.87; 2 A Rosa (YH) 11,13; 3
d Paynalida (0C) 11,25, 4 W
Gilder |0C) 11.28

200: 1 M Garcsinar (00)
2240 2 Gilder 22.73; 3 T
miwci (Y1) 2284

480: 1 K Andarson (YH)
48,31 ZMEkEha]HUC]
50.69: 3 G Wol (0C) 50.82
800: 8 Heary (1) 1:55.19
;gﬂ““:‘ﬁﬂmm[‘rm

8000: | ¢
1520 arswell (YH)

.ooo 1 W Johnson (YH)
gg;goa 2 D Leggatt (OC)

1108 1
[y 14*.53?51;;? @"‘3;,
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! 14.97; 3 S Booth (OC) 14.97;

4 J Nicholson (YH) 15.68
400HM: 1 M Birchall (OC)

- 55.23; 2 J McMahon (YH)

i (YH) 1.95; 4 P Vigars (OC)
{195

© Lt 1 NWalne (0C) 7.30: 2 G
- Chidiow (OC) 7.28; 3 D

Hanlan (YH) 7.03; 4 H

: Bamwell (YH) 6.89

i Tdz1 D Reeve (OC) 14.80; 2
i DHanlan (HY) 14.48;3 A

| Hodge (OC) 13.44

¢ 8P: G Rees (OC) 13.41

Middleton (Gst) 43.58

JT: 1. Hurrion (OC) 63.90; 2
B Ladomirak (YH) 55.68; 3 D
Dusek (YH) 55.68; 4 R Paige

(OC) 56.16

55.42; 3 M Evers (YH) 56.70
© Hdt 1 AHodge (OC)2.00;2J | 4x100: 1 Yale/Marvard 42.50;
i Tibut (YH)2.00;3TMann | 2 Oxford/Cambridge 43.28

i 4x4001 1 Yale/Harvard
f 3:19.11; 2 Oxford/Cambridge

| PWMi1JSten(YH)4.80;2M © 3:2253

i Weaver (OC) 4.70; 3 M : Women

! Monaghan (Gst) 4.20; 4 B | 100 (+2.3)/200 (+2.1):
© Witiams (OC) 4.00 i Amaku {OC) 12.34/25.86

i 400z 1 A Williams (YH) 58.78;
1 2 A Goidcamp (YH) 80.15;3C
| Cutler (OC) 62.4; 4 R Gilpin

: (0C)682.53

. 800: 1 G Meade (YH) 2:16.50;
: 2 C Woolley (OC) 2:18.59

: 1800z 1 C Martin (OC)

| 4:39.26; 2 J Martin (OC)

: DTt 1 MClayman (YH) 42.36; : 4:43.44

: 2B Ladombat (YH) 40.08; 3M : 3000: S Forrester (OC)

: Conerney (OC) 39.94; 4 J i 10:32.94

| Kindon (OC) 39.18 ! 100H {+3.8) 1 E Cave (OC)
| HBEMCroad (OC) 56.80;2S5 © 15.44; 2 K Udvart (YH) 15.72
O'Connor (YH) 51.84, 3B - 400H: 1 Y Takenaka (YH)

t  Ladomiral (YH) 50.20; 4 M : 84.43; 2 K Advari (YH) 68.12;

. 3C Cutler (OC) 68.18; 4 J lles
; (OC) 68.49

i HJ:1CMay(0C) 169,28

| Barber (YH) 1.66; 3 E Cave

i (0C) 1.68

LJ: 1 May 5.66; 2 J Ippolito

: (YH) 5.42; 3 J Fakconer (OC)
: 542

: Td: 1 Falconer 11.77 (Rec); 2
: H MacLennan (YH) 11.69; 3|
i llea (OC) 10.34; 4 O Payne

i (YH) 10.31

i 8P:1PLyons (YH) 11.21;2D

Lsvy (YH) 11.05; 3 SWinckless

! (0C) 10.58; 4 Cave 10.57
- DT 1 Winckless 45.48 (Rec);

2 A Pelkola (YH) 35.00; 3 T

: Taylor (YH) 32.74

. HT: 1 Taylor 46.16 (Ground

i Rec) 46.16; 2 Peikola 37.12; 3
i R Stott (OC)33.82; 4

| Winckless 32.38

i JTi K Thacker (OC) 34.58

: 4x100: 1 Yale/Harvard 49.59;

2 Oxford/Cambridge 50.62
4x400: 1 Yale/Harvard

. 3:56.62; 2 Oxford/Cambridge
1 4:.03.59

the race were that the former
World record holder fancied his
chances of beating six minutes.

Jim Baker (Harvard), a
former Southern Champion.
clocked 4:59.9 aged 51 and
series record holder R Wemple
(Yale, 1991), not surprisingly
was fastest with 4:19.9 off
scratch.

The sprinters no longer
match Harold Abrahams, Alan
Pennington (21.3 in 1937),
Godfrey Brown (47.7 in 1937),
Nic Stacey (21.3 in 1949), not to
mention the exploits of Adrian
Metcalfe and Wendel Motlev -
his 400m record of 46.2sec still
stands — in the 60s. Even so
there was some good sprinting
and Oxford’s Afi Amaku scored
a particularly impressive
double.

Strength in depth is better in
the field events. Oxford’s
Malcolm Croad outclassed the
opposition in the hammer with
56.80m although he should
have done with a PB of 61.22m.

Women's events were intro-
duced in 1981 and they now
enjoy equal status with the men.
It is here that most scope for
new records exists and new
figures were set four times
in the women’s triple jump,

Jane Falconer of Cambridge
finally producing 11.77m with
another three jumps over the
previous mark. Sarah Winckless
(Cambridge) set new figures in
the discus although her 45.48m
was well below her best.

[t was nice to see so many rise
to the occasion. Clare Martin of
Oxford won the 1500m despite
being the slowest in the line up.
She took 13sec off her previous
best.

Two other Martins, a Jenny
and a Jennie were in that line
up, causing a few problems
even for the superb Peter
Matthews whose annoucing was
a pleasure. So too, was that of
Norris McWhirter, who has
graced so many of these epic
clashes over the years and who
brings such a personal touch to
the occasion.

[t was refreshing that those
who make a mark in other
sports still have a place in this
fixture. Gareth Rees, Canada’s
rugby captain, won the shotand
Cambridge’s rughy captain
Nick Walne won the long jump.
an event which has the longest
standing record. Eddie
Gourdin of Harvard jumped
925ft 3in (7.70m) in 1921, the
first time 25 ft had been beaten.
He beat Harold Abrahams by
no less than a metre.
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